The Outcasts of Poker Flat
Illustrated Essay

For this assignment you will work with a partner to construct a thesis related to the short story “The Outcasts of Poker Flat” by Bret Harte.  You will provide the evidence needed to substantiate your thesis in the form of pictures with captions.  You must provide at least three supporting details to support your argument.

Your choice of questions includes:

· Who is the most admirable character in the story?  

· Explain the importance Tom Simson and Piney Woods as catalysts who bring out the best in John Oakhurst, Mother Shipton, and the Duchess. 

· Read the story carefully. Then identify the passage suggesting that Uncle Billy is plotting against his fellow outcasts. Would you describe him as malicious or mischievous? 

· Apparently, Tom Simson makes it back to Poker Flat and summons help. Do you believe the citizens of Poker Flat look less harshly on the outcasts after hearing their story from Tom and finding the bodies, along with Oakhurst's epitaph? 

· Why did John Oakhurst choose the two of clubs to bear his epitaph? 

· If you had to affix blame for the deaths of the stranded outcasts, would you point your finger at Uncle Billy, the committee of Poker Flat citizens, bad luck, or the outcasts themselves? 
· What message (theme) does this story convey?  How does Harte convey that message?
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Thesis





Three pictures with a caption explaining the support (3-5 sentences)





Summary statement connecting your illustrations and captions to your thesis.  Remind your viewer of your main idea.








